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   Master Gardener  Association of Passaic County 

Meet us for dinner at 5 pm 

Mirandaôs 

 Route 23 North, Wayne NJ  
Allow 15 minutes to get to the meeting 

CREATING A COMMUNITY GARDEN  
with Joanne E. Chack  

Joanne E. Chack is a Bergen County Master Gardener, N.J. Certified K-8 science teacher, Oradell  

Environmental Committee Chair, head of the Oradell Community Garden, Flat Rock Brook naturalist, birder, 

hiker, biker and kayaker. She grew up on Long Island and 

later settled in Northern New Jersey with her husband 

and three daughters. She enjoys sharing her love of the  

outdoors with everyone and has done numerous walks 

and talks throughout Bergen County at nature centers,  

libraries, schools, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and  

environmental groups. Her newest project is tending the 

brand new Oradell Community Garden, which was years 

in the making and finally has come to fruition. She is 

happy to guide us in how we might go about creating  

successful community gardens in our own towns.  

Master Gardener Meeting 

Tuesday, Apr. 23, 2013 at 7 pm 

Totowa  Business Center  
930 Riverview Drive, Suite 250        

Totowa, NJ 

GREEN TIMES 

SURF & TURF 
We are collecting canned meat and  fish at our April meeting to be donated to those less fortunate than ourselves. Please be  

generous. 

2013 MEETING DATES 

 

 

Board Meeting Dates 

(3rd Wednesday - 6:45 pm) 

Apr. 17, May 15, June 19, Sept. 18, Oct. 16, Nov. 20 

General Meeting Dates 

(4th Tuesday - 7 pm)  

Apr. 23, May 28, June 25, Sept. 24, Oct. 22, Nov. 26 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
To do in April  

 

Congratulations to all award winners: 70, 100, 500 and 1000 hour volunteers, 10 year members, and State Individual Award  

Winners Debra Bryant and Kathie Hetherington. Thanks for all that you do!  

Garden pot collection Please take your clean, empty garden pots to the next MGAPC meeting in Totowa. A gentle swooshing 

with a dilute bleach solution is an effective disinfectant (1 tablespoon in 1 quart of water). Now is the time of year to divide late  
blooming perennials (or mid-season ones, if allowed to recuperate in the pot). The MGAPC plant sale is May 18, the Saturday after 

Motherôs Day, at the RCE office, Wayne.  

Road trip! Please call the office to sign up for the next bus trip: 973-305-5740 - April 18, Flower Gardening with Barbara Bromley at 

RCE of Mercer County, West Trenton. Leaving Totowa 8:30am, returning at 3pm. FREE!  

Rutgers MG program on "Take Your Child to Work Day" Thursday, April 25 is "Bring Your Child to Work Day." Please, if you 

can help out that day at the County Administration Building, 401 Grand Street, Paterson from 9 am to noon, call Jo-Ann at my office 

973-305-5740. Thanks so much.  

April 27 ð Rutgers Day in New Brunswick, all campuses.  See whatôs new on the Cook/Douglass campus.  Itôs also the New  

Jersey Folk Festival. Enjoy! 

Another Road Trip 

There is a bus available to go to Colonial Gardens, part of the Somerset County Park System, on June 11, 2013. Guided tours of the 
Rose Garden, Sensory Garden and Perennial Garden will be available for us. An area in the picnic grove will also be reserved. Bus 
leaves the lower parking lot at the RCE office, 1310 Route 23 North, Wayne, June 11, 2013 at 9 am. Cost is $10 per person. Bring 
lunch and a beverage, tick repellant and comfortable shoes.  We should return by 2:30 (lemonade time!). Two hours of continuing 

education credits awarded. First come, first served. Come into the RCE office to claim your spot on the bus.  

No winter lasts forever; no spring skips its turn.   ~Hal Borland  
      Elaine Fogerty  
      County Agricultural Assistant 

                                                     Green Times Page 2 

ELAINEõS CORNER 

April 2013 

§ Get a soil test done every 3-5 years  

§ Sharpen and balance the mower blades. Change the oil and 

spark plug.  

§ Reseed small damaged turf areas with quality lawn seed  

§ Mow only when the grass gets at least 4" tall, and leave the 

nutrient-rich clippings 

§ Apply pre-emergent crabgrass control (to April 20)  

§ Plant roses, trees and shrubs  

§ Prune established roses, trees and shrubs (not spring-

bloomers) 

§ Fertilize established roses, trees and shrubs 

§ Plant new strawberries  

§ Plant perennials and cold-tolerant annuals  

§ Plant Easter lilies and daffodils that were purchased in pots 

to return next year  

§ Plant cool-season vegetables (beets, beans, carrots, chives, 

lettuce, kale)  

§ Start warm-season vegetables and herbs indoors  

§ Divide late-blooming 

perennials - POT SOME UP FOR THE PLANT SALE 5/18 

§ Set out peony supports  

§ Shape up plants that are winter damaged 

§ Cut back butterfly bush, smoke bush and hydrangeas that 

flower on current seasonôs growth.  

§ Fertilize evergreens (except hemlocks, if you have woolly 

adelgid)  

§ Control woolly adelgid on hemlocks with imidacloprid (Merit 

or Grub-Ex)  

§ Begin fruit spray schedule  

§ Check stored summer bulbs 

§ Pot up tender perennials to get a head start on the season  

§ Well-rotted compost makes a great mulch and supplies a bit 

of nutrition  

§ Destroy gypsy moth egg masses before they hatch (brown 
fuzzy thumb-sized masses on tree trunks)  

§ Control ticks on gardeners and pets 
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JACK KUEPFER MORRIS CANAL PARK FESTIVAL  

The Jack Kuepfer Morris Canal Park Festival is scheduled to take 
place on Saturday, 
April 27th, 9:30 am 
to 2:30 pm. The 
event will show-
case a variety of 
vendors, food and 
family activities for 
all to enjoy. Attend  
lectures and mini-
clinics, take a  
nature tour, make 
crafts, play games, 
visit the  
information booths 
and more. Learn about proper tree planting and care, bees,  
gardening, Morris Canal history, bats and more. View the new 
park kiosk being installed this spring, courtesy of Passaic County 
Board of Chosen Freeholders. Morris Canal Park is located at 
1101 Broad Street. There is limited parking available next door; 
carpooling is strongly suggested.  

If you would like to participate in the spring clean-up of the park, 
please come Friday, April 26th from 3 - 6 pm. You will help get 
the park ready for the festival and for the coming summer  
season. 

 

  -- Regina Imperato 

   

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Every Tuesday and the 1st Saturday of each month    9 ï 11:30 am 

Meet in the pavilion. Bring gloves and small hand tools. ALL WELCOME! 

 

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION  

April  21st   Sunday   1 pm 

Join Edith Wallace as she leads a flowering tree tour  

Sara McHugh hosts a scavenger hunt for children  

Free for FOLA members and children      $15 non-members 

 
PLANT SALE  
May 11

th
  Saturday   9 am ï 3 pm 

Large selection of quality plants, container gardens and hanging baskets 

-- Bonnie Joachim 

725 Pines Lake Dr. W., Wayne, NJ 07470     

973-202-9579    

www.laurelwoodarboretum.org  

Jack Kuepfer, Kathleen Dubbels, 

Denise Derkacs and Kathy DiBiano 

Jack Kuepfer walking along the tow-path  

of the Morris Canal 

Jack Kuepfer at the Morris Canal Park 

http://www.laurelwoodarboretum.org
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PEST OF THE MONTH - APRIL  

Beautiful snow drops and winter aconites give way to spring crocuses, daffodils, hyacinths and  
tulips. Not to be forgotten or outdone, my first garden and turf weed emerges ï CHICKWEED.  
Mouse-ear chickweed has fuzzy leaves that are opposite and 
it is a perennial broadleaf weed. Common chickweed has 

smooth, opposite leaves and is 
an annual winter weed. Both 
have small, white, 5-petaled flow-
ers. Yes, itôs easy to pull out by 
hand in the garden. Itôs more of a 
pest in the turf. Since it is a 
broadleaf weed, a 3-way turf  
herbicide with 2,4-D, MCPP 
(mecoprop) and Banvel 
(dicamba) will work. Treat when 
the weeds are actively growing.  It may  
take several weeks for weeds to die. Treat when there is no wind to 
avoid damaging other plants and when rain is not expected for 24 
hours. Dry formulations are usually not as effective as sprays.  
Sprayers used to control broadleaf lawn weeds should only be used 

for lawns. It is almost impossible to clean out all herbicide residues which 
would damage or kill flowers, trees and shrubs. READ THE LABEL ï ITôS THE LAW. Tolerance is 
another control method ï for humans.  

-- Elaine Fogerty  

common chickweed 

mouse-ear chickweed 

ñ9/11 REMEMBEREDò IRIS 

If the town you live in has a 9/11 Memorial, and you would like to add a 

ñ9/11 Rememberedò iris to it, please email me at  

regimper@optonline.net and let me know. Linda Sercus from the 

Presby Memorial Garden in Montclair has generously offered to donate 

the irises to us. Their goal is to have these special irises planted at 

every 9/11 Memorial in the area. 

  -- Regina Imperato 

HORTICULTURAL THERAPY AT CHELSEA  

A great time was had by all who attended the wreath-making session at Chelsea Assisted Living, 
West Milford, on March 16, 2013. A total of 35 beautifully decorated wreaths were made.  
The residents enjoyed picking out colors, flowers, ribbons and taking their wreaths back to their 
rooms. Thank you master gardeners Debi Ricciardi, Sheri Roth and daughter Amanda (who is a  
delight), Nancy Rosania, Karla Nugent and the members of the Ringwood Garden Club who  
volunteered their time to make this project a success! 

Happy Spring!! 

-- Barbara Sanford & Renate Gudat 
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BRINGING BACK OLD TIME JERSEY TOMATO FLAVOR  
Ramapo, Moreton and KC-146 Tomatoes 

 

 

Ramapo F1 Hybrid - Mid to late season; resistant to  
cracking and verticillium and fusarium wilt. Semi-
determinate plants approximately 80 days to maturity.  
Medium - large sized fruit. A gardenerôs favorite due to its 
tasty flavor, excellent fruit quality, reliability and production. 
Developed at Rutgers NJAES (1968). 

 

 

 

Moreton F1 Hybrid - Early season, resistant to verticillium. 
Indeterminate plants mature in 70 days. Medium - large 
sized fruit. Tasty flavor without the wait - a good earlier 
maturing garden companion to Ramapo. An old time  
favorite developed by Harris Seeds (1953). 

 

 

KC-146 Tomato (a.k.a. Campbell 146) - An old Campbellôs 
Soup processing variety (1956), this variety was  
maintained as their flavor standard. We agree, itôs môm, 
môm good! Mid to late season; resistant to fusarium wilt, 
semi-determinate plants; 78 days to maturity; medium-
large sized fruit. Even though it is a processing variety, it 
has incredible flavor as a fresh tomato. 

   

 

 

     -- Jo-Ann Pituch  

    LILACS AT SKYLANDS  

Meet us in the Lilac Garden on May 11th and 12th to enjoy its peak  
display. 

Lilac Saturdays are scheduled for June 1st and 15th. Join us for a 
lilac lesson from Dan Ryniec and sprucing up the lilac garden. 

  

     -- Edith Wallace and Frank Dyer 
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PLANT SALE  

 

Saturday, May 18th 9:30 am - 2 pm  

Behind Ski Barn and Gary ôs Wines  

at Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Passaic County  

1310 Route 23 NorthðWayne  

Rain or Shine  

  

   Special Demonstration on Lawn Mower  

   Maintenance at 12:00 noon  

   Free Blade Sharpening with a  

   $5.00 purchase at 12:30  

   Hand tools sharpened for a nominal fee.  

 

Green Elephant Items  

 

 

 Bringing back old time Jersey tomato flavor:  

 Ramapo, Moreton and KC-146 Tomatoes  

 

 

 

Save on perennials, annuals, herbs, & vegetables  

Sign up for Master Gardener classes.  

Get answers to gardening & insect problems, plant diseases, lawn care, deer resistant plants  

And much more é  

Soil test kits are available  

For more information call: 973-305-5740  

 

-- Jo-Ann Pituch  



 

 

Page 7   Green Times April 2013 

Cooperating Agencies: Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and County Boards of Chosen Freeholders. Rutgers Cooperative Extension, a unit 

of the Rutgers New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station, is an equal opportunity program provider and employer. 

Barbara Cook and Regina Imperato, co-Presidents 
Anne Kahwaty and Kathryn Sauerborn, co-1st Vice-Presidents 
Joan Riedl, 2nd Vice-President 
 

Bill Lauber, Treasurer 
Diane Behlen, Recording Secretary 
Mary Jo Sichak, Corresponding Secretary 
Ray Edel, past President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MGAPC Officers 

Contributors: Diane Behlen, Elaine Fogerty, Regina Imperato, Bonnie Joachim, Jo-Ann Pituch, Barbara Sanford and Edith Wallace  

Editor: Regina Imperato     Send articles for next monthôs Green Times to regimper@optonline.net.  

 

Visit us on the web at www.mgapc.org. 

KUDOS! 

The following MGs volunteered 100 hours or more in 2012. They deserve our recognition and 

thanks for all they have done. Keep up the good work! 

 

 
§ Denise Bataglia 

§ Diane Behlen 

§ Jeff Beringer 

§ Sunny Brennan 

§ Deb Bryant 

§ Helene Christie 

§ Wally Crolle 

§ John Crowell 

§ Joseph DiGiacomo 

§ Frank Dyer 

 

§ Betty Montagne 

§ Darlene Nowak 

§ Mary Riley 

§ Nancy Rosania 

§ Prabha Sahasrabudhe 

§ Nancy Shimmel 

§ Mary Jo Sichak 

§ Jack Sytsma 

§ Elsie Villavechia 

§ Edith Wallace 

 

§ Raymond Edel 

§ Nancy Fadynich 

§ Linda Franco 

§ Jill Hanifan 

§ Kathy Hetherington 

§ Carol Huber 

§ Schuyler Jenks 

§ Deb Manfredonio 

§ Sarah McHugh 

§ Anthony Molinari 

 

ART IN BLOOM  

The Montclair Art Museum will host their biennial Art 
in Bloom celebration from Friday, April 12 through 
April 16, 2013. This acclaimed event is an exhibition 
of floral designs inspired by the American art found 
in the permanent collection at Montclair Art  
Museum.       -- Diane Behlen 

mailto:regimper@optonline.net
http://www.mgapc.org/

